














MIKHAIL GORBACHEV

Monticello, home of During the crucial years of my leadership of

omas Je erson.

the Soviet Union | worked together with a
whole generation of political leaders from the
East and in the West who were able to under-
stand the challenge of our times, who were
able to understand that the times were dan-
gerous, and together we were able to end the
Cold War and to begin a new era in interna-
tional relations.
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COMMEMORATING THE 250th ANNIVERSARY OF
THOMAS JEFFERSON’S BIRTH, THE UNITED STATES
ISSUED A NEW STAMP, AND FORMER SOVIET
PRESIDENT MIKHAIL S. GORBACHEV SPOKE AT
MONTICELLO HONORING JEFFERSON. MISTER
GORBACHEV LINKED THE THIRD U.S. PRESIDENT’S
EARLY IDEALS OF FREEDOM WITH TODAY’S ASPIR-
ATIONS TOWARD DEMOCRACY IN MANY NATIONS,
INCLUDING HIS OWN. MISTER GORBACHEV RE-

#4446 FIRST DAY OF ISSUE $44t44 Gs CEIVED A STANDING OVATION.

| just spoke with George Bush who was my
counterpart and who was my friend. He said
he was very pleased that during these days of
celebration | am here in Virginia in the native
state of Thomas Jefferson. So let us today, on
this tremendous occasion say that we will sup-

port those politicians, those political leaders
who will keep the voice of the people, who will
understand the challenges of their time and
who will work for a better life for their people.
Let us vote for those politicians who are think-
ing not just about how to win the next elec-
tion, but about how to be equal to the burden
of responsibility. Here in Virginia, during these
days that I've spent here I've met many, very
good people who represent your common-
wealth, who represent the citizens of Virginia,
and | feel that many of them are not thinking
merely about their local problems, but about
America, and who want America to again pick
up momentum, to pick up dynamism, and to
again meet the challenge of leadership in this
new world of democratic change. And | thank
both the organizers of this important, nation-
al celebration, | also thank those changes that
made it possible for this event to take place
and for me to attend this event and for me to
talk to you in this sincere and candid way, face
to face with you.

When | left the plane a few days ago it was a
pouring rain, | wish you some good rains. And
now I've been tanning myself here in this won-
derful sun. | wish you a lot of sun. You need a
lot of sun. | wish prosperity to the land of Vir-
ginia, to the native land of Thomas Jefferson.
Thank you.

“So let us today, on this tremendous occasion say that we will support those

politicians, those political leaders who will keep the voice of the people, who will
understand the challenges of their time and who will work for a better life for their

people. Let us vote for those politicians who are thinking not just about how to

win the next election, but about how to be equal to the burden of responsibility.”
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A Spiritual Appreciation

by Sri Chinmoy

Thomas Jefferson -
A Divinely Talented Man

The light always has to be embodied by great
noble individuals.

Thomas Jefferson came with infinite, infinite
light, not only for his country, but also for the
rest of the world. Light exists; dire darkness ex-
ists. We hope that one day light will transform
darkness into light.

Jefferson’s vision elevated the consciousness of
the world in the twinkling of an eye. The light
that he wanted to show his country and the
light that he wanted his country to bring for-
ward was so badly misunderstood!

No other President, no other American, has
done or perhaps will ever do so much for the
progress of the American consciousness as
Thomas Jefferson has done. Countries other
than America that have developed inner vi-
sion will appreciate Jefferson much more than
America

The essential qualities of Thomas Jefferson were
clarity, luminosity and vastness. Jefferson was
the most divinely talented man of his time. He
covered quite a few fields in every walk of life,
and he went a considerable distance in each.
In his case mind, body, vital, heart, everything
went together. This moment he was a musi-
cian, this moment he was a sculptor, this mo-
ment he was a man of brain, this moment he
was a physical, earthly labourer. God gave him
capacities in many walks of life and he used
them well. To become the happiest man is the
most difficult thing on earth, and that he was."

Mikhail Gorbachev -
A Man in a Million

In my humble opinion, President Gorbachev is
the world’s greatest man. He could have acted
like his predecessors, like Stalin and others, but
his heart came to the fore. Now there is one
Berlin; previously there were two Berlins. He
was the main instrument to liberate Hunga-
ry, Czechoslovakia, Poland and so many other
countries in the Eastern Bloc. | am not saying
he was the only instrument, but he was the
main instrument to liberate those countries. |
know how difficult it is to unite two countries,
but he has done it. Because of him, there is
now one Germany.

President Gorbachev showed how human
beings can be united. In his case, he acted.
Many other political figures, forgive me, only
talk about peace. One moment they propose
world peace; the next moment they drop
bombs somewhere. They use the term ‘nucle-
ar weapon reduction’; then we see that they
are increasing their weapons. But in President
Gorbachev’s case, when he said something,
he did it. That is why | take him as the world’s
greatest living figure.

What President Gorbachev has done for hu-
manity is far beyond our imagination. It far
exceeds anybody else’s achievement. Over the
centuries, people have achieved many, many
things; but history will bear witness to the fact
that there was one person on earth who ended
the Cold War, who gave us a new hope: that we
could depend on each other, we could trust
each other, we could walk and run together.
That was President Gorbachev. He made us

Sri Chinmoy (1931-2007), philosopher, poet, humanitarian anfge! that there should be no fear, no doubt in
peace-server led twice-weekly meditations for peace at the Uiigg§ives; we belong to a oneness-world-family.
Nations for 37 years. His work was devoted to bringing to the fore,

articulating and fostering the spiritual dimension of the world He is the champion of champions to unmis-
organisation. Sri Chinmoy saw the United Nations not merely &kably improve the world situation.

a political institution but as “the Heart-Home of the World-Body”

and the focal point of an emerging “world-oneness”. For the URRERIM, peace is not a mere dictionary word.
Nations to develop to maturity and to ful Il its divinely intended™ him, peace is a living reality, a sleepless and
mission, he believed, its inner reality must be recognized and #flidgmining reality that lovingly and self-giv-
function in concert with its outer reality.
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ingly inspires the mind and feeds the heart of
humanity.
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Learning from the
man who changed
the world

Mikhail Gorbachev

Essential Thoughts

Edited by

i‘ Michael S. Karlen

“Light and Liberty:
Reflections on the Pursuit

of Happiness”

(Modern Library Classics) Random Houuse, 2005
by Thomas Jefferson, Author — Eric Petersen (Editor)

Were Thomas Jefferson alive to read this book, he would recognize
every sentence, every elegant turn of phrase, every lofty, beautifully
expressed idea. Indeed, every word in the book is his. In an astonish-
ing feat of editing, Eric S. Petersen has culled the entirety of Thomas
Jefferson’s published works to fashion thirty-four original essays on
themes ranging from patriotism and liberty to hope, humility, and
gratitude. The result is a lucid, inspiring distillation of the wisdom of
one of America’s greatest political thinkers.

To order, please click here (Electronic Version)

Mikhail Gorbachev
“Essential Thoughts”

This book sets out the ideas and ideals, the spirit and vision that guid-
ed Mikhail Gorbachev in his world-changing agenda, in a concise form.
It also offers Gorbachev’s insights into how each of us can help to re-
store humanist values and personal responsibility as the foundation of
global politics.

This wealth of wisdom is an invaluable resource for overcoming the
huge social and environmental challenges that humanity faces today.
The boundless optimism and confidence of this colossal world figure
can inspire each of us to play our role, large or small, in helping to
create a sustainable and peaceful future for our planet earth and all
its inhabitants.

To order, please click here (Electronic Version)
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https://www.amazon.com/-/de/dp/0812974328/ref=sr_1_1?__mk_de_DE=%C3%85M%C3%85%C5%BD%C3%95%C3%91&crid=2WM2LWJASMXEO&keywords=Light+and+Liberty%3A+Reflections+on+the+Pursuit+of+Happiness&qid=1653575919&sprefix=light+and+liberty+reflections+on+the+pursuit+of+happiness%2Caps%2C565&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Mikhail-Gorbachev-Essential-Thoughts-Learning-ebook/dp/B08GZPP4W4/ref=sr_1_3?crid=I707NVEKSIUH&keywords=Gorbachev+essential+thoughts&qid=1640022572&sprefix=gorbachev+essential+thoughts%2Caps%2C359&sr=8-3

“The God who gave us life gave us liberty at the same time.”
— Thomas Jefferson

“Political leaders today must not set their sight, as was customary before,
on the class, group, or even national interests. Their calling is to

perceive the interests of the entire international community, the interests
of global progress.

May the Jeffersonian ideals of freedom — of every nation choosing freely
its road to democracy and peace — may those ideals never fade from
their minds. Thomas Jefferson was recognized in his lifetime as a great
political leader. But it may be today that we feel the magnetism of

his personality and see the magnitude and power of his ideas even better
than did his contemporaries.”

— Mikhail Gorbachev

“The pursuit of happiness is part and parcel of human nature; he
Every people in every era have the opportunity to attain thisloftyigoal, ‘
But nowhere is this possible unless it is consonant with the basic
principles of liberty. : \
| believe that humanity might have avoided)mny trag
calamities if we had always borne this in mind?"
— Mikhail Gorbachev on Light and. Liberty, alcomp)

of Thomas Jefferson’s writings byl Evic Peterseni =8



